CITY OF VALLEY

PUBLIC HEARING

March 8, 2016
The hearing was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Carroll Smith, Council members Mike Stanzel, Linda Lewis and Bryon Ueckert.  Council member Bonnie Bevington was absent.

Mayor Smith noted the location of the open meetings act and stated those wishing to address items are asked to come to the podium, state name and address for the record.

Mayor Smith opened the hearing for public input and comment on a Conditional Use Permit to construct storage unit buildings in Laverty Addition Lot 11. 

There were no comments and no written objections.

The hearing was closed at 7:01 p.m.

VALLEY CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

March 8, 2016
A meeting of the Valley City Council of Valley, Nebraska, was convened in open and public session at 7:02 p.m., on July 14, 2015, at Valley City Hall. Present were Mayor Carroll Smith; council members Linda Lewis, Mike Stanzel and Bryon Ueckert; deputy clerk Shawn Isom; engineer Jim Olmsted; attorney Jeff Farnham; clerk Joan Suhr. Council member Bonnie Bevington was absent.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication, the designated method for giving notice; a copy of the proof of publication is on file at city hall. Advance notice of the meeting was also given to the mayor and council members and a copy of their acknowledgement of receipt of such notice is on file at city hall. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice and in the notice to the mayor and council members. All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

Mayor Smith noted the location of the open meetings act, and stated one copy of all reproducible written material to be discussed at this meeting is available for examination or copying. The Mayor invited anyone present who wished to address an agenda item and is not on the agenda to come forward at this time, noting they will have three minutes to speak.  
Isom led the pledge of allegiance.  Proof of publication was shown. 

Mayor Smith welcomed visitors including candidates. He noted that as there are two candidates for Mayor and four candidates for Council there will not be a primary election, voting will be in the general election in November. 
Council member Lewis moved to approve the agenda. Stanzel seconded. Lewis, Ueckert and Stanzel voted YES. NO; No one, motion carried. 

Council member Stanzel moved to approve the consent agenda. Lewis seconded. Stanzel, Lewis, and Ueckert voted YES. NO; no one, motion carried. Items on the consent agenda were: accept minutes, treasurers report, approve bills paid during the month, February payroll, January Keno $1,530.43, accept PeopleService report, accept February 16 planning commission minutes, accept February library statistics report, bills and additional bills presented for payment: Supplies: Ace 63.98; Baker & Taylor 433.22; Bomgaars 45.97; Cappel 9.80; Center Pt 50.73; HD Supply 13000.00; Jones Barrel 160.00; JD Financial 172.43; K Nelson 15.00; Kirby 285.79; Larsen 75.25; Larue 52.62; Menards 46.67, 52.79; M Todd 4364.22; OfficeNet 86.83; OWH 194.08; Pavers 194.02; Petty Cash 28.64; Police Assoc 40.00; Pub Print 410.15; Regal 10.00;  Shell 372.99, 734.33; Union Bank 42275.97; US Bank 74.00; US Post 461.47; Vermeer 146.41; Woodhouse 65.99;  Services: Aflac 589.61; Academy 50.00; AMI 365.00; Andersen 1051.25; Aspen 1688.58; BCBS 6858.50; Cox 923.31; Cont Fire 170.00; Calabretto 2997.88; DHHS 80.00;  DCPG 94.99; Dgls Cnty Env 585.26; Everett 867.64; J Farnham 2128.86; FSB 5962.50; FNB 5962.50; Fremont Util 15539.10; IIMC 15.00; Gen Exc 67033.30; Holiday Inn 209.90; Lien 92.00; LincFin 573.94; D Matzen 732.02; Marvin Plan 2005.00; NE Dept Health 40.00; NE Methodist 150.00; Nielsen 185.00; NCS 576.02; O & P 18761.22; OPPD 11913.05; K Olson 370.88; PeopleService 20562.00; Pap San 78.46; Peters & Assoc 2565.00; Val Corp 161766.58; Verizon 267.12; Window Pro 20.00; YMCA 35.00; Taxes: Fed 13200.55; State 1763.18; Wages: 49936.82; IRA 822.66; Reimburse/Refund: C Smith 74.82; K Dohrmann 106.03;  M Burns 31.47; S Isom 64.98; K Muhle 60.02; Mallard Lake 30063.88; 3 Pts Lake 27655.58; Timberline, Aero , M O’Connor, Bell Prop, J Dabney, Ideal Design 150.00.
Wendy Deane, 207 N. Spruce St., addressed the council regarding the Street of Dreams July 30 through August 15. She would like to place signs at the entrances to the city directing people to the downtown area to see what the city has to offer. She would like permission for the signs to be left in place for the duration of the Street of Dreams event. She is working with the event organizers to include advertising in their information booklet. 
Deane informed the Council she is sponsoring a Valley Pride Contest to encourage people to spruce up their property and neighborhoods. She has received interest from groups willing to donate materials and labor to assist people that need help with painting, yard work, etc. She believes this will showcase the city and be a community building experience. Stanzel moved to approve directional signs be left in place for two weeks during the Street of Dreams. Ueckert seconded. Stanzel, Ueckert, and Lewis voted YES. NO; no one, motion carried.
Council member Lewis introduced, read and moved for adoption of Resolution 2016-08 approving a Conditional Use Permit to Jeff and Connie Widhelm to erect storage unit buildings at Laverty Addition Lot 11 and authorizing the Zoning Administrator to execute the agreement. Stanzel seconded.  Lewis, Stanzel and Ueckert voted YES.  NO: No one, motion carried. A true, correct and complete copy of the resolution is on file at city hall.
Council member Stanzel introduced, read and moved for adoption of Resolution 2016-09 authorizing the Mayor to execute an agreement with Greater Omaha YMCA to operate the outdoor pool for the 2016 season. Lewis seconded. Stanzel, Lewis and Ueckert voted YES.  NO: No one, motion carried. A true, correct and complete copy of the resolution is on file at city hall.
Council member Ueckert introduced, read and moved for adoption of Resolution 2016-10 to  convert the alley between Spruce and Locust Streets to one-way traffic entering on Spruce Street and proceeding west to Locust Street. Lewis seconded. Ueckert, Lewis and Stanzel voted YES.  NO: No one, motion carried. A true, correct and complete copy of the resolution is on file at city hall.
Mayor Smith reported that work on the last four rooms at Valhaven is scheduled to begin March 17. Council member Lewis questioned how long it would take them to complete the work. Mayor Smith responded that they may not make the April 1 deadline. 

Council member Stanzel introduced, read and moved for adoption of Resolution 2016-11 approving pay request #22 to Calabretto Building Group, $2,997.88 for Valhaven Care Center addition and renovation.  Council member Lewis asked how much the fine is if the deadline is not met. Mayor Smith responded $500.00 per day. Ueckert seconded.  Stanzel, Ueckert and Lewis voted YES.  NO: No one, motion carried. A true, correct and complete copy of the resolution is on file at city hall.
Joan Suhr, City Clerk, presented the annual water rate review. She informed the Council that the water fund is in good condition. The only outstanding debt is for the Pines water extension of $582,000 plus additional expenses for assessments. Council member Lewis asked about the reevaluation of the assessments, are they looking the same as the preliminary figures. Jim Olmsted replied that he hasn’t checked, he is waiting for data. Suhr recommended no increase to the water rates. Council member Stanzel moved to maintain water rates at the current amount. Lewis seconded. Stanzel, Lewis and Ueckert voted YES.  NO: No one, motion carried.
Suhr presented the annual wastewater rate review. She noted that the city currently has two wastewater projects under construction. Suhr recommended a 2% increase to the variable rate which would be approximately 8¢ per thousand gallons. The base rate would remain the same and therefore the increase would not impact minimum users. Council member Stanzel asked why have an increase if it wouldn’t generate much revenue. Suhr responded that a small increase is easier than having a big jump in fees. Years ago we had to double the fee and users were very upset. There is a large amount of bonded debt in wastewater, we have no reserve if there is a catastrophe. Ginger Cove and Ginger Woods have been paying a flat fee but since being annexed, will now be calculated the same as all other users. This will result in a decrease in revenue.  Council member Stanzel moved to increase the wastewater variable rate by 2%. Lewis seconded. Stanzel, Lewis and Ueckert voted YES.  NO: No one, motion carried.
Council member Stanzel addressed the Council regarding water reconnection fees for non-payment. The current charge is $15 before 3:30 p.m. and $50 for after hours. He feels that an increase will reduce the number of services that are actually shut off. Council member Stanzel moved to set water reconnection fees at $50 and $75 for after hours. Lewis seconded. Stanzel, Lewis and Ueckert voted YES.  NO: No one, motion carried.
Engineer’s Report - Olmsted reported that General Excavating has been dewatering for the Gardiner Sanitary Sewer Project, water is being directed towards 3M, that will change soon to direct it into the ditch along the railroad tracks. He recommends approval of pay request #1. 
Council member Lewis introduced, read and moved for adoption of Resolution 2016-13 approving pay request #1 to General Excavating, $67,033.30 for Sanitary Sewer District No. 2015-1. Stanzel seconded. Lewis, Stanzel and Ueckert voted YES.  NO: No one, motion carried. A true, correct and complete copy of the resolution is on file at city hall.
Olmsted reported on the East Street Storm Sewer project, all pipe is in place and they are working on the inlets. They have begun pouring driveways and sidewalks back. They are still checking a few old water lines, they believe they may be abandoned. Olmsted recommends approval of pay request #3. 
Council member Ueckert introduced, read and moved for adoption of Resolution 2016-12 approving pay request #3 to Valley Corporation, $161,766.58 for East Street Storm Sewer 
District No. 2015-1. Lewis seconded. Ueckert, Lewis and Stanzel voted YES.  NO: No one, motion carried. A true, correct and complete copy of the resolution is on file at city hall.
Olmsted then updated the progress on Bluewater, there is a certificate of substantial completion for Rutjens Construction for water and wastewater lines dated January 20, 2016. That will be the date the warranty begins. There is a change order for a deduction of $40,612.79, Olmsted said the decrease is for a variety of items. The Mayor asked about the damaged pipe and who is going to fix it. Olmsted replied we will fix it and send the bill to the utility companies. Suhr commented that the lift station is off, builders are unable to connect because the pipe is full of water. The lift station will remain off so we are not pumping that water to Fremont. 
Olmsted recommends approval of pay request #11. Council member Stanzel moved to recommend to Developer payment of pay request #11, $43,837.38 to Rutjens Construction, Inc. Lewis seconded. Stanzel, Lewis and Ueckert voted YES.  NO: No one, motion carried.
Olmsted informed the Council that the street paving contract is not finished. They are working with the Corps of Engineers and will finish as soon as they can. He and Michael Burns will be meeting with McArdle Grading regarding land development. Olmsted and the Mayor will be checking the Ginger Cove bridge to see what needs to be done. $20,000 was budgeted for repair and maintenance and insurance proceeds have been received from the garbage truck hitting it. 
Jeff Farnham explained to the Council that there has been a water extension policy in place and that wastewater and streets should be included in the policy. The city engineer will design and oversee construction of all infrastructure within the city limits for new areas of development. 
Council member Lewis introduced, read and moved for adoption of Resolution 2016-14 adopting the Public Infrastructure Policy. Stanzel seconded. Lewis, Stanzel and Ueckert voted YES.  NO: No one, motion carried. A true, correct and complete copy of the resolution is on file at city hall.
Attorney’s Report – Farnham reported that he and Olmsted had met with a developer who is interested in developing the lake to the south on Valley Street. He is looking at erecting single family homes with walk outs ranging from $250,000 to $350,000. He plans to work in phases with the first phase being 68 lots and the second phase 67 lots. He plans on submitting information to the Planning Commission at the April or May meeting. He would like to have some activity before the start of the Street of Dreams and construction by the end of the year. 
Olmsted explained they would loop water from Timber Shores with Valley Street and Bluewater. The new subdivision would require 2 lift stations. Olmsted is looking at reversing flow at the weather station and sending wastewater to the force main on Reichmuth Road. Council member Ueckert commented that the lake by the weather station is almost done and will need service in the future. Farnham and Olmsted want to have a meeting with the developer, the Mayor and Planning Commission Chair, Larry Bottger. The city would be responsible for snow removal, street repair, etc. but would receive property taxes immediately. 
Farnham reported that Burton Plumbing has until March 18 to respond to the lawsuit, he expects them to ask for an extension. He hopes to speak with their lawyer and resolve the issue. 
Mayor’s Report – There will be a Barbeque meeting March 15 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall. The Western Douglas County Chamber awards banquet is March 22, reservations need to be in by March 11. Twin Rivers YMCA dinner and auction is April 2 and the 3M Right to Know tour is April 28. Clean up day will be April 23 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m.

______________________________

  ____________________________

Mayor Carroll L. Smith



   Deputy Clerk Shawn M. Isom
